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Courier Staff

A new initiative being
undertaken in Carstairs
aims to keep the town sus-
tainable both economical-
ly and environmentally
well into the future.

The initiative, called the

Carstairs Sustainability
Plan, will identify
Carstairs’ sustainability

shortcomings and advan-
tages in five areas: social,
cultural, economic, envi-
ronmental and gover-
nance. These “pillars of
sustainability” will allow
residents to better under-
stand where the town cur-
rently stands in sustain-
ability and where it is like-
ly heading.

Sustainability co-ordina-
tor Jan Thompson says
that Carstairs has already
accomplished a lot to
ensure its sustainability,
but notes there are always
areas that need improve-
ment.

“I think it’s really excit-
ing because already
Carstairs has made great
strides for sustainability
and I think there is lots
more to do and I think it’s

important we remember -

all aspects of (the plan),”
says Thompson. ,
“We're already making a
good conscious effort in
Carstairs and I think that
once a community starts
to progress and go for-

ward with especially the

environment issue, then
we're already contributing
globally to a more sustain-

_able world as well as a

5

community.

Thompson says some
existing examples of sus-
tainability include the
gazebo in Memorial Park,
which provides a stage for
cultural activities, and the
Carstairs Lions Recycle
Centre, which ensures
materials are being recy-
cled.

“We think we are
dong everything
we can but as
more
information
comes fo us
we’ll be able to
make bigger
strides in
achieving a more
sustainable
environment in
Carstairs.”

JAN THOMPSON
sustainability
co-ordinator

All municipalities across
Canada have been asked

to develop similar plans in

their communities by the
federal government in
order to receive the maxi-
mum amount of funding
from the government’s

Gas Tax Fund. The Alberta
government is also enfore-
ing a similar policy by
requiring all municipali-
ties to complete a plan in
order to receive maximum
funding from the
province’s Municipal
Sustainability Initiative.
Most communities rely
heavily on funding from
both levels of government.
Thompson is in the
midst of establishing a 10-
person steering commit-
tee of local community
leaders who will meet to
discuss ideas and possible
short-term and long-term
solutions. The committee
will have until the end of
June to draft a report out-
lining its findings to coun-
cil. .
Sometime in the next
five months Carstairs resi-
dents will be invited to an
open house to provide
their input on the initia-
tive. ,
Thompson emphasizes
that while the environ-
ment is certainly a key
part of the initiative, it
isn’t the only area that res-
idents should be thinking
about. During her presen-
tation to council on Jan.
26, she identified “sustain-
ability” as being,
“Development that meets
the needs of the present

without compromising the

ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own
needs.”

“I think this plan brings

Committee plans for sustainable Carstairs

New initiative examines town’s future

the four aspects together
and there’s a nice balance
there and I think that’s a
really big part of it and
that we're not just concen-
trating on the environ-
ment, which I think a lot
of people get, and I think
that's what makes this ini-
tiative (unique).”

In the coming months
members of the steering
comittee, council and
directors of various Town
of Carstairs departments
will undergo a training
programn  dubbed “The
Natural  Step” that will
help them identify, access
and apply various con-
cepts of sustainability in
the community.

Thompson says that the
initiative is certainly chal-
lenging for all involved,
including the community,
but will be immensely
beneficial in the future.

“We think we are dong
everything we can but as
more information comes
to us we'll be able to make
bigger strides in achieving
a more sustainable envi-
ronment in Carstairs.”




